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Maritime Zone

Area

Jurisdiction

Internal Waters

All waters landward of the
baseline

A State has sovereignty over
these waters

Territorial Sea

From the baseline to a
maximum of 12 nautical miles

A State has sovereignty over
the airspace, water, seafloor
and subsoil in this zone

Contiguous Zone

From the end of the territorial
sea to a maximum of 24
nautical miles

A State can enforce laws
regarding pollution, customs,
immigration and taxation in
this zone

Exclusive Economic Zone

From the end of the territorial
sea to a maximum of 200
nautical miles

A State has sovereignty over
the exploration, exploitation,
management and
conservation of resources in
the water, on the seabed and
under the seafloor, and has
jurisdiction over protecting the
marine environment

High Seas

Beyond the exclusive

economic zone

No State has sovereignty over
the high seas

UNCLOS defines jurisdiction via maritime zones to include the definitions above.




